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Matthew 4

1.  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.

 2.  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.

3. And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

a. At His weakest point of hunger, he did not yield to the flesh. 

b.  He did not misuse his abilities and power.  

c.  He stayed faithful while in a temptation.
4. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

a. God did not tell him to do this.

b. It was the devil’s plan and voice speaking

c. He did not listen to the devil’s voice

d. Victory over the first temptation

e. Notice that Jesus was hungry, but understood that physical food was only a small part of his need. Bread was needed, but not alone.  Without the blessing of God, it was to no avail, therefore Jesus denied his flesh and walked in the higher realm.  He knew the he would have the bread when the time was right.

5. Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,

a.  The lower plan did not work, so the devil takes him to a higher level of temptation.  It happened at the temple. This was the most holy place.  You are God’s holy place, his temple. (I Cor. 3:16)
6. And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.

a. The devil now tells him what God will do.  Don’t you know that the devil does not know  what God will do.  He just wants people to think he does.  

b. Still tries to get him to use his power for selfish purposes.

7. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;

a. There is a higher place.

b. Second plan does not work, so devil tries a higher plan.

It is ironic, because Jesus is the higher kingdom already.  Don’t you understand that the higher kingdom lives in you?

c. Kingdom means, his rule, reign, authority over the worlds rule.

8. And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

a. He tells Jesus (who has it all already (the one that we all may worship)  , to worship him, 

b. How  ridiculous. And yet we fall into these traps.

c. In Christ you already have it all. What more do you need?

10. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

a.  You need to  speak the word as Jesus did. Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
11. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

WHEN THE TIME IS RIGHT!

a. The Lord will minister to you when you are in need, sick, tired, poor, depressed, or whatever.  You don’t NEED the  world’s or the devil’s  answers.  You already have the only answer that works. 

b. Matthew 16:13  Who do men say that I am?  Who do you say that I am?
Matthew 16:13-20

13.  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

 14.  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

 15.  He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?

 16.  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

 17.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

 18.  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

 19.  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

20. Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.

Acts 10:38

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth who went about doing good healing all that were oppressed of the devil.

You are called to do good and as the Holy Spirit flows through you with His rehema word, the oppressed will be set free.  Not your flow, but the flow of His word through you.

